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‘s The wetlands in Idlewild contain the largest
expanse of high quality marsh along the shores of
Jamaica Bay.

The Idlewild Park wetlands are
valuable community resources to be

preserved and restored

+ The intertidal wetlands in the Idlewﬂd Park
Preserve system are some of the most valuable
types of wetlands that exist.

e The tidal creeks in the park are the most extensive
in, and provide the largest volume of freshwater to
the Bay.

 Wetlands are natural sponges playing a key role in
flood control. This was evident during Sandy.
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* To too many, Idlewild Park has been a barren tract of
land with invasive exotic plants that has seemed ripe
for development. This allowed the rape of the park in
2001 when 25.4 acres of parkland were alienated to the
NYC EDCto be sold off to the International Airport

” Corporation to construct an Air Cargo/Industrial
g Park. e

s .

s This lihs allowed the PANYNJ to demand the réﬁloval
of 315 trees from Idlewild in 2014. |

» All of the adjacent communities in Southeast Queens
strongly objected to these intrusions, but they were
approved anyway. In fact, when asked, one official
that there were no wetlands there.
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¢ Idlewild Park 1s a great resource for envi og ntal
- education. B, ) T
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e Idlewild 1s a wonderful area for recreation.
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a swamp, but a valuable salt marsh a 'ea'.

. Protectlng Idlewlld against intrusion by
" JFK Airport expansion. L LM I

e Raising funds for its 1mpr0vement and
development. R Ee RS Y



|

Y 4 : 'T' '|.| *‘
‘*restor?yl"lﬂlewﬂd can

n@uﬁ uth tonr.f“_..
A W}b onto

.S e‘nce moﬁvatm;g them
| learn through the nat
i ':I | environment, bn,nﬁ@
q al ! _environmental education

: into the state-mandated

o~ et ‘f‘. instructional programs,
= | - and enhancing academlc e

'?,' a achlevement AR W
' & '-"F“W H 4 Hﬁ"“"’f‘-’31"""?*?-;‘;.'.'{.'~"."";i WL

5 | Yy Y

| s % ™ ! i__".l _;! :|IJ| '-'__ .2.&, I:'-I. =ik
[ - - L _ 1 N .'| . - !
= [ T.-.-._-—." Foi I ; .-. I 'I'.' I.. I_"I- ; L-qlill ..I.-:i.-.ll I. L -- IE%J . 'l:-lrr i |I. _||I L



Environmental Education
Learning to
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A Natural Laboratory for
Educators a ‘ﬂ RS
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A restored Idlewnld Wlll
serve as a natural
classroom for teachers of
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. Estabilshment of a full. sQaJEe Idlewzld Park
" Environmental Sczence-Learmng Cem‘er TR

An accessible Idlewild where all can stroll along
trails and boardwalks, canoe and kayak among the
marshes, or just soak up nature
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What Is__Needed‘7
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nere be no gtrusmns construcuon upon or de -mapping of

arklanc in Idlewi

Al i >d w etlelLﬁgHg and water'front proﬁertles; :

" those alon g the south side of Rockaway Boulevard and ol rr ]
perimeter of Thurston Basin become a Waterfront park. ‘ﬂia_
1mmed1~ately adjacent to Idlewild Preserve be deSIgnated parkIand

These are ecologlcally sensitive parcels. e
o7 That prlvately owned wetlands immediately adjacent to Idlewild be <
= acquired by NYC and placed under the aegis of Parks. s |
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